
 

 

 

May 2020 

 

Dear Artist: 

 

I am pleased to extend an invitation to you to submit your work for possible inclusion in the 

Southern Alleghenies Museum of Art's Biennial 2020. This year, the exhibition will take place from 

October 16, 2020 to January 23, 2021.  The exhibition offers you an opportunity to be recognized 

for your work.  Cash awards will include a top prize of $1,000 for Best in Show, together with a 

$500 First Place Award, a $250 Second Place Award, and three $100 Third Place Awards.  In 

addition, there will be a $300 People’s Choice Award, to be determined by visitors to the 

exhibition.  As in previous exhibitions, sale of artwork is encouraged.  

A 30% commission will be retained by the Museum. 

 

Laura DeFazio will serve as both Selection Juror and Awards Juror for Biennial 2020.   DeFazio is 

a Pittsburgh-based artist who primarily sculpts and draws large-scale works, often for public spaces. 

Her primary media for these works are stone or cast cement, while her drawing and smaller scale 

sculptures incorporate architecture and a wide variety of media. DeFazio has been very active in the 

Pittsburgh art scene for many years and has served on the board of directors of the Society of 

Sculptors. She has won several awards and curated many regional exhibitions, including one of the 

largest exhibitions of the 19th International Sculpture Conference.  

 

Please fill out the enclosed application form and submit a compact disc with JPEG images of up to 

three works exemplifying your current style.  You may also email your submissions to 

submissions@sama-art.org. Work should be relatively recent (within the last few years) and should 

not have been exhibited at previous SAMA Biennials or the annual exhibitions of the Allied Artists 

of Johnstown, Art in Common, or the Southwestern Pennsylvania Council for the Arts.  If the work 

is not owned by the artist, permission must be secured from the owner in the event it is chosen for 

exhibition.  There should be one CD image per submitted piece; however, if the work under 

consideration is a sculpture or some other work in the round, you may submit additional images.  

This material, and a $25 application fee, must be received by Monday, June 1, 2020. Please 

indicate the retail value of your work on the enclosed application.  This value will be the listed price 

if the work is for sale and will also be used as the insurance value for your work.  You will be 

notified by September 4, 2020. 

 

The Museum will insure all selected works wall-to-wall while on exhibition, publish an illustrated 

checklist, promote the exhibition statewide through press releases and public service 

announcements, and host an artists' reception.  We ask that artists whose work has been selected 

deliver and pick up at SAMA Loretto during a designated timeframe.  Specific dates and further 

details will be announced in the fall.  

 

Biennial 2020 promises to be one of the most exciting and rewarding exhibitions in the region.  

Your participation is vital to its success and I look forward to your response.  Should you have any 

questions, please contact me via email at submissions@sama-art.org or leave a message with the 

Museum’s receptionist:  (814) 472-3920. 

 

Sincerely, 

Jessica Campbell 

Education Coordinator  

 

cc:  Beverlie Hartnett, Registrar 
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